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From the President- 
 
Mother Nature has been good 
to us this winter and spring 
with an abundance of rain.  
Although the lake is rising 
nicely, the southeastern 
states are still in drought 
conditions.  Many of the 
rivers, lakes and wells are still 
below normal levels.  As the 
population continues to shift 
to the Sunbelt it puts an even 
bigger strain on our most 

important natural resource...our water supply. 
  

As the drought took its toll in the southeast, water disputes 
between Georgia & North Carolina and Georgia & Florida have 
ensued.  Each state is responsible for developing their water 
management plan and it needs to be in line with the federal 
government.  Presently South Carolina has some laws that 
cover some water usage but it is fragmented and difficult to 
enforce.  What is needed is a comprehensive water use law 
that is managed by one group and has some teeth.   

 
Mike Massey from Lake Hartwell Association is working to that 
end.  He is working with the SC House of Representatives to 
pass (H4393) SC Statewide Management Act which is in 
regard to surface water and Inter Basin Transfer.  LMA has 
invited Mike to speak at our next public meeting on April 22nd 
at the Lexington High School.  It will be a very informative and 
educational discussion. 

 
Holly Jones from the Riverbanks Zoo will also be speaking at 
the Lexington meeting about the critters in Lake Murray and 
always has exciting things to show us.  You won't want to miss 
her presentation which will include live turtles, snakes and 
other aquatic species found in our lake. 

   
Make sure to order your tickets for the Pontoon Tour of Homes 
coming in May.  The homes are lovely and the boat ride should 
be spectacular this time of year.   

 
The LMA Board of Directors continues working hard to make 
your voices heard during the relicensing process.   
 

See you on the lake! 
 

 Dave Landis  
  
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lake Murray Association 

åThe Voice of Lake Murrayæ 
 

PUBLIC MEETING 

Lexington High School 
 

Tuesday April 22, 2008 

7:00 PM 

Donôt miss this meeting! 
 

Holly Jones, 

Herpetologist- Riverbanks Zoo: 

What reptiles are in Lake Murray? 

(You will be surprised to see the live 

examples!) 
 

Mike Massey, Lake Hartwell Association 

Author of ñHouse Bill H4393, South 

Carolina Comprehensive Statewide Water 

Management Act of 2008ò 
 

SCE&G Representatives 

Questions and Answers 
 

Bring a Friend! 
LMA Office 749-3888 

 

 

 
Hereôs your sign-                By Louise Love 

 

If you live on the lake, you know that more often 

than not, the front of your house faces the lake, not 

the road.   Some years ago, the four County 

Sheriffs found that having home addresses visible 

from the Lake side aided calls for assistance.  LMA 

began providing a source for lakeside address signs 

and now many residents have them.  Do you have 

yours?  If you have to call for help, having your 

address lakeside and roadside can save precious 

minutes in the case of a fire, rescue or assistance 

call.   It also makes it easy for friends to find you by 

water.  Dock signs are easy to order and are 

delivered to a location near you. Check the LMA 

website.  (www.lakemurrayassociation.org) 

 

http://www.lakemurrayassociation.org/
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THE LAKE MURRAY ASSOCIATION NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

By Rich Kidder 

 

If you own a pontoon boat, please consider assisting the 

LMA for our annual Pontoon Tour of Homes on May 16
th
. 

As you may know, we transport people by boat to visit 

several showcase homes on the lake.  We need more 

than 20 boats to handle all the participants.   
 

Usually we have 8-10 people on a pontoon and these 

same people will travel with you during the tour.  There 

will be 2 tours during the day, the morning tour will be 9-

1 and the afternoon tour will be 2-6. Lunch will be 

provided for you as well as gas for your boat. All tours 

will start and end at Lighthouse Marina. 
 

Please consider this opportunity to spend a fun day on 

the lake and meet some interesting people.  We need 

your help to make this tour a great success. 
 

Please call Richard Kidder at 892-6539 to offer your 

services. 

 

2008 Pontoon Tour of Homes 

By Ginny Landis 

Photo by Roy Parker 

The Lake Murray 

Association will 

be hosting the 

Pontoon 2008 

Tour of Homes on 

Saturday, May 

17, 2008, 

launching from 

Lighthouse 

Marina.  Tickets 

will be available 

April 7 at a cost of $30.  Ralph Crafton is graciously selling 

tickets for us this year.  He can be contacted at 803-359-2880. 

Two tour times are available - 9:00AM and 1:00 PM and take 

approximately 3 hours to complete. Our 2008 Tour of Homes 

centers on the Ballentine and Irmo side of the Lake.  Directions 

to the Marina will be included in the mailing of your ticket. 

 

Pontoon boats will launch from Lighthouse Marina and take 

small groups of ticket holders on a route over the waters of 

beautiful Lake Murray to several beautiful homes on the lake.  

Pontoon boats are safely driven by our volunteer members and 

friends.  Our members and friends serve as Tour Guides at the 

homes and will have interesting stories and facts on each 

home and the homeownerôs lifestyle on the lake. The Sea 

Cadets will serve as dock hands this year as they did for the 

last Tour.  The Cadets are a wonderful group of teens between 

the ages of 12-15 lead by LTJG Tammy Rivera, USNSCC.   

 

Volunteer opportunities are available for photographers, 

runners, etc.  We welcome new volunteers.  If you wish to 

volunteer as a Tour Guide, please call Ginny Landis at 957-

8744 or 315-6661.  Pontoon boaters who would like to 

volunteer can call Richard Kidder at 803-892-6539.  Many of 

our volunteers return year after year and look forward to the 

day of the Tour, but we welcome all new volunteers. Our 

volunteers do a wonderful job and truly enjoy participating. 

 

Artwork by Gretchen Parker and daughter Rachel will be 

shown and will be available for purchase.  Gretchen is a well-

know artist in our community.  Her works feature people at play 

on Lake Murray, landscapes, and other South Carolina iconic 

images. 

   

The homes of Mr. Gene Brantley, Doctors Louise Burpee and 

Randy Basinger, Mr. and Mrs. Eric Rivera, Dr. and Mrs. Jim 

Morris are the four homes featured.  Lake Murray Association 

truly appreciates these wonderful people who allow us into 

their homes and share stories about their life on the Lake.  

Their participation assists in raising funds for the work LMA 

does to preserve environmental concerns on Lake Murray. 

 

Please join us for the Pontoon Tour of Homes this year. Itôs a 

wonderful way to spend the day on the Lake.  LMA members 

have priority for available tickets.  Tickets make great Motherôs 

Day gifts, too.  We look forward to seeing you May 17 at 

Lighthouse Marina. 

 

 

Photos by Dave and Ginny Landis 
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A Special Opportunity for Special Ladies: 

ñLadies Only, Fun on the Lakeò 
By Ken and Sandy Fox 

 

ñLadies Day on the Lakeò will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 

p.m. on June 17. 2008 at Lighthouse Marina, 1925 Johnsonôs 

Marina Road, Chapin, SC.  The Lake Murray Association 

(LMA), SC Department of Natural Resources, Columbia Power 

Squadron and Columbia Power Sports will host this popular 

annual event, which is open to all ladies 17 years of age and 

older.  

 

The purpose of Ladiesô Day is to instruct women about all the 

elements of safe boating, including how to drive and dock a 

powerboat safely, back a boat trailer into the water and launch 

and retrieve a boat.  Each participant will have the opportunity 

to get into a DNR boat to take her turn operating it on the open 

water and to dock it at the marina.  This will all be done under 

the competent and patient guidance of the DNR instructors.  

These are just 

some of the 

activities for this 

fun-filled day!  

A course in the 

safe operation 

of personal 

watercraft will 

be offered 

again this year 

by Columbia 

Power Sports. 

A safety presentation will be conducted by Columbia Power 

Squadron. 

 

Your DNR instructors are experienced specialists in watercraft 

operation and safety.  They take the ñmystery and frustrationò 

out of boating and trailering.  They teach you how to handle a 

boat and trailer confidently so that your boating excursions will 

be safe and enjoyable.  LMA representatives will provide lunch 

and refreshments and will assist in coordinating the dayôs 

activities. 

 

Past participants have described this event as one of the most 

fun-filled and pleasurable activities they have had on the lake.  

You can ask all of those ñdumbò questions that you hesitate to 

ask and no one will laugh at you.   No husbands or boyfriends 

are allowed ï this day is for the ladies only. 

 

This event-packed day on beautiful Lake Murray is always a 

sellout (only 32 spaces are available), so it is not too early to 

reserve your spot.  The $35.00 fee is required in advance to 

hold your place.  The fee covers your lunch, drinks, and all 

other expenses for the day.   Act now and sign up!  For more 

information call Kenneth Fox (803 604 1409) or log on to our 

website at www.lakemurrayassociation.org.   A reservation 

form may be downloaded from the website and sent to 

Kenneth Fox at 355 Prices Bridge Road, Leesville, SC  29070.  

 

LMA ASSISTS 4H TO TEACH YOUNGSTERS ABOUT THE LAKE 

By Rich Kidder 

 

Each year the 4H Division of the Clemson Extension Service 

runs a weeklong educational program for youngsters ages 10-

12.  This year the program will be run from June 9-13. LMA 

along with DHEC and DNR assist 4H in the program.  LMA 

provides pontoon boats for activities on the lake. 

 

The youngsters spend the week learning about the history of 

the lake, the sources of the water,  causes for pollution and 

how to prevent it, safe boating and what lives in the lake, 

among other things.  Besides spending 2 days learning about 

the lake while touring on the pontoons, the students will find 

time to fish, swim and have fun.  

  

The classroom activities take place at the SCE&G Park at the 

dam.  The cost of the program is $100 per child.  For further 

information contact the Lexington County Extension Service at 

(803) 359-8515, ext 0. Students do not have to be 4H 

members or residents of Lexington County. 

 

The life you save may be your own!  
By Jay Schabacker 

 

There was an article in the State recently that reported the drowning of a 

fisherman who capsized his boat when he threw an anchor overboard.  

Sometimes we donôt know all the causes to a senseless accident but we 

need to think about and practice prevention.   

 

Do you wear a personal flotation device (PDF) when on the water? 

Do you have a few drinks sometimes when boating? 

Are you careful not to stand up in a small boat? 

Do you understand the dynamics of ñthrowing the anchor overboardò? 

Most important- do you realize that there is danger to life and limb when out 

on your boat, and then act accordingly? 

 

THE LIFE YOU SAVE MAY BE YOUR OWN! 

 

SCE&G Quarterly Meeting for Stakeholders 
 

By Joy Downs 

 

January 18, 2008 SCE&G held their regular Quarterly Public 

Meeting at Saluda Shoals Park for the benefit of the 

stakeholders, agencies and people who have an interest in the 

relicensing process that has been ongoing for the last two 

years. 

 

The meetings are designed to update the public on the 

process and various speakers present studies that have 

been done to satisfy requirements of the Federal Energy 

Regulation Commission (FERC) before the new license can be 

issued. 

 

This meeting was primarily to present a condensed version of 

a study and recommendation made by Jim Ruane of Reservoir 

Environmental Mgt. Inc. (Continued on page 4) 

http://www.lakemurrayassociation.org/
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(Continued from page 3) to the water quality technical committee.  Mr. 

Ruane described water quality issues and proposed actions to 

maintain the reservoirôs water quality using models developed 

at lakes other than Lake Murray. 

 

He indicated that there is organic matter that forms in the lake 

called ooze.  Basically this is where the water meets the 

substrate and traps active nutrients.  In our lake, one of the 

active nutrients of concern is phosphorus.  Mr. Ruane 

recommended the lake be brought down to 350 msl 

approximately every 2 ½ to 3 years to push the ooze that 

develops in the headwaters (where the lake is shallow) further 

into the lake where it would be diluted. His position seemed to 

be that if the lake had previously been lowered to 350 msl in 

the past that maintaining 354 msl minimum elevation would 

naturally compromise water quality as ñflushingò wouldnôt 

occur. LMA questioned this theory.  Lake Murray is unique 

among lakes in the southeast because of its depth and size.  

The ñflushingò action described by Mr. Ruane is minimal in 

Lake Murray.  Roy Parker, LMA Environmental Chairman 

presented LMAôs opposing position to the Water Quality 

Committee based on experts who have been consulted and 

Mr. Parkerôs considerable background in related fields.   

 

Saluda Public Meeting  

By Bob Keener 

 

On February 19
th

 the Lake Murray Association held an open 

public meeting at the Hollywood Ruritan Club where 

approximately 55 interested lake users attended a very 

informative program.  Attendees with septic systems learned 

about BioGator from Wallace Hubbard and how this system 

can eliminate septic problems and improve the lake 

environment and water quality. 

 

 
Photo by Roy Parker 

 

Stan Jones, manager of Lighthouse Marina, provided useful 

tips on fuel handling and indicated that Lighthouse Marina now 

has a boat available to provide waste water pump out service.  

Stan also indicated that bright green dye tablets are being 

added to holding tanks so that unauthorized and illegal 

dumping in Lake Murray can be detected and reported to 

authorities.  

LMA President Dave Landis opened the meeting with a 

discussion regarding a suggestion made by a consultant hired 

by SCE&G that the lake level be lowered to 350 feet msl every 

two years.  SCE&G Vice President Jim Landreth indicated that 

the lowering of the lake was only a suggestion and not a done 

deal.  He reiterated SCE&Gôs commitment to try to maintain a 

minimum low of 354 feet msl.  This was good news to all!  

 

Newberry Public Meeting  

By Kay Keener 

 

LMA held a public meeting open to all interested parties on 

November 20, 2007 at Macedonia Lutheran Church.  This was 

one of four meetings held annually; one in each of the four 

counties that border Lake Murray.   

 

Photo by Ken Fox 

 
Photo by Roy Parker 

Stan Jones, manager of Lighthouse Marina and a member of 

the LMA Board of Directors discussed the ñclean marina 

programò.  The only marinas with this designation now are on 

the coast but under Stanôs direction Lighthouse Marina will 

achieve this status.  DNR monitors the program which requires 

such things as education to patrons on a safe marina 

environment, safe storage and handling of fuel, and pump-out 

stations for waste water.  Lighthouse Marina has taken the 

additional step of having a pump-out boat to take care of boats 

needing this service. Stan also covered the fine points of 

winterizing boats and motors for storage. 

 

Wallace Hubbard talked about the BioGator system for septic 

systems.  The BioGator system takes the approach of a 

commercial waste treatment plant and reduces it and modifies 

it for use in a home system.  This approach has the potential to 

significantly increase the lifespan of a home septic system.  It 

also offers great benefits for a cleaner lake environment. 

 

LMA President Dave Landis briefly discussed the lake level 

and rainfall in the watershed.  SCE&G Vice President Jim 

Landreth also talked about the lake level and answered 

questions.  
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                  TIP FOR TAX PLANNING  
by bill east 

 

As we approach the April 15
th
 tax deadline keep in mind 

that we should also be planning ahead for the 2008 tax 

year.  Charitable gifts are a great way to reduce your tax 

liability while supporting worthwhile causes.  

Contributions to your Lake Murray Association qualify as 

tax-deductible for both federal and state tax returns.  

Remember that LMA is working to protect and preserve 

our beautiful Lake Murray for all to enjoy. We need your 

support to help fund our projects such as water quality 

testing and boating safety education. So make your 

donations to LMA early this year and help us as well as 

yourself.  Also remember LMA when planning charitable 

giving for corporate budgets.    

 

Lake Levels Coming Up! 
By Jay Schabacker 

 

What a history we have had relative to the Lake Murray water 

levels ï the last 8 years ï but, the future ahead should put a 

smile on our face ï and make for some better boating! 

 

Yes, the lake level is now a reasonable 358 feet as of March 

21, 2008, see the chart, Lake Murray, SC Water Level (pages 

6-7). 

 

But, it was not always so pleasant! Remember the 2003 

drawdown to 346 feet during the building of the backup dam ï 

and then the drawdown of 2006 to 348 feet when there was 

rip-rap reconstruction? 

 

Letôs go back in time for a little history. Normal winter draw 

downs in previous years got down to 350 feet (the Lake Murray 

Association wants draw downs  to no lower than 354 feet 

which is more convenient and safer for Lake Murray boaters). 

The Building of the Backup Dam- 

Back in 2002 the powers that be decided that South Carolina 

Electric & Gas needed to build a backup dam on Lake Murray 

ï and so, as a safety measure during construction, the Lake 

Murray water level would need to be lowered by 14 feet to 346 

feet in 2003 rendering most boatersô docks on the lake 

unusable. It was said that if the original earthen dam, built in 

1927, should rupture or fail in an earthquake such as occurred 

in Charleston in 1886, the outflow of the water from Lake 

Murray via the Saluda River would flow down to the City of 

Columbia ï and rise up to the top of the steps of the State 

Capital Building. Our area lies in a ñfault lineò making us 

subject to possible earthquakes! 

 

Per SCE&G, completion of the backup dam was scheduled for 

January 2005, but because of delays, final completion was not 

till June 2005 (although lake levels were allowed to rise starting 

in mid 2004). The mammoth effort lasted 28 months costing 

$275 million and employing 330 workers at the peak activity. 

By the late spring of 2005, the lake level had come back up to 

356 feet. Docks were useable, and boaters were enjoying Lake 

Murray waters again. 

 

The Reconstruction of the Rip Rap- 

But, not so fast!  We got another surprise, as we were told that 

the lake level must be lowered again to as low as 348 feet 

towards the end of 2005 to allow reconstruction of the rip rap 

on the original dam. So, for most of 2006, once again, as you 

can see from the chart, water levels would be too low for use of 

lake dockage ï and, hence, lake boating. 

 

Last Year ï 2007- 

In 2007, you may recall, the normal winter lowering of the 

water came early, as we were in the midst of a drought as 

early as late spring. Not helping the situation was the SCE&G 

drawdowns for the kayak races on the lower Saluda ï and then 

the Federally mandated tests involving water outflow 

performed ñto improve oxygen levelsò - - these performed in 

September 2007 (note the steep water level drop off as seen 

on the chart at the center fold). 

 

We have come to realize that the reasons that the lake levels 

are allowed to drop in the winter are numerous. One is to 

preclude an emergency situation in the spring ï should the 

rainfall be too great raising the maximum water level high. 

Another reason, so says SCE&G, is to allow a condition for 

needed maintenance at the shoreline. 

 

Recent scuttlebutt has it that an environmental consultant 

recommended that the lake level be lowered by 8 feet (to 350 

feet) every other winter ï to help control aquatic weeds, to 

dilute naturally occurring pollution, and to flush out sediment 

that often creates shoals. This lake level would be below the 

Lake Murray Association recommendation of 354 feet and LMA 

does not agree with the reasoning behind the 

recommendation. 

 

The Bottom Line- 

Well, thatôs our history lesson! And, you can rest assured that 

ñlake levelsò will remain a point of discussion - - for years to 

come. 

 

2008 Calendar of Events: 

April 3  10:00 AM SCE&G Quarterly Mtg. re relicensing 

  7:00 PM Saluda Shoals Park, Old Bush River Rd 

April 14  7:00 PM Board Mtg., Farm Bureau  Bldg. 

   Lexington 

April 16  6:00AM Board trip to Keowee to observe    

   FOLKS organization 

April 22  7:00PM PUBLIC MEETING, 

   Lexington High School 

May 12  7:00 PM Board Mtg., Farm Bureau Bldg., 

   Lexington 

May 17  9:00 AM Pontoon Tour of Homes, Lighthouse  

  2:00 PM Marina departure site 

June 9-13  9:00 AM 4H2O Pontoon Classroom 

June 16  7:00 PM Board Mtg., Farm Bureau Bldg., 

   Lexington 

June 17  9:00 AM Ladies Day on the Lake 

July   No Board Mtg. 

If you wish to be on the Directorôs Meeting Agenda, call Joy Downs at 781-8411 
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Pages 6 and 7 purposely left blank.  To see 

the Lake Murray, SC Water Levels chart 

click on the file for Lake Levels.pdf which 

follows. 
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OSPREY NESTING PLATFORM UPDATE 
By Ken and Sandy Fox 

 

In past issues of the LakeåLink there have been articles written 

about the osprey nesting platforms on Lake Murray.  The 

nesting platform program was started in 1996 by the Lake 

Murray Association.  Since that time, a total of twenty platforms 

have been constructed and placed at various points on the 

lake ï starting at Lake Murray Marina and continuing up the 

lake to Holly Key.  In the beginning the platforms were 

constructed of wood.  In 2006 a new metal platform was placed 

in use.  At this time, seven of the metal platforms have been 

installed.  Five of these platforms were installed at new 

locations.  Two of the platforms replaced old wooden platforms 

that had deteriorated and fell down.  The Lake Murray 

Association will continue to monitor the birds and their nesting 

habits and plan to continue to install two platforms each year.  

Photo by Ken Fox 

 
 

 

Membership Renewal 
By Kemble Oliver 

 

Recently we ran an analysis of our membership rolls to be sure 

that your memberships are current. Where we identified 

members whose memberships had expired we sent renewal 

reminders by mail. Please check the mailing label on this 

newsletter for your expiration date. 

 

You can renew by mailing your check and identifying 

information to:  

Lake Murray Association 

P.O. Box 495 

Ballentine, SC 29002 
 

Or you may find it easier to renew your membership online on 

our website at: 

 www.lakemurrayassociation.com/application_info.htm 

 

Remember, the Lake Murray Association is an 501(c)(3) 

organization and that your membership dues, donations, and 

sponsorships are tax deductible. 

WOOD DUCK NESTING BOXES ON LAKE MURRAY 

By Roy Parker 

 

I have heard it 

said that the 

male wood duck 

is the most 

beautiful bird in 

the world.  I am 

unsure if there is 

universal 

agreement on 

that statement, 

but for me the 

wood duck is the 

most beautiful 

bird I have ever 

seen. 

 

I lived on Lake Murray for 16 years and never saw a wood 

duck.  In 2005 I saw a pair land in a tree in front of my house.  I 

did a little research and found they were cavity nesters.  They 

like to nest in hollow trees located near water, but will readily 

nest in man made nesting boxes.  I got some plans from the 

internet and built a nesting box and erected it along the 

shoreline in front of my home in January of 2006.  Much to my 

delight a pair found the box and the female began entering it 

for short periods almost every day in early March.    That 

summer eleven eggs hatched.  Results were equally 

successful in 2007 with another hatching in my box.  

 

In 2007 the Lake Murray Association was able to get 10 

nesting boxes through the Governorôs Wood Duck Project.  

Members of the Board of Directors erected them around the 

lake.  Almost everyone reported successful nesting and 

hatching of wood ducks in their boxes.   

 

The Board of Directors have again erected an additional 10 

wood duck boxes in 2008 and are anticipating success again 

this year. 

 

I would encourage anyone who lives on the lake and enjoys 

seeing beautiful wood ducks to consider erecting a nesting box 

for 2009.  You can obtain a nesting box free of charge through 

The Governorôs Wood Duck Project.  It is too late to get boxes 

for 2008, but now is the time to apply for a box for 2009.  To 

get an application for boxes contact: The Governorôs Wood 

Duck Project, SCDNR, PO Box 167, Columbia, SC 29202.   

You can also get an application directly online by going to: 

 

http://www.dnr.sc.gov/wildlife/waterfowl/WoodDuckApp.pdffor 

 

This is the third year since I erected my nesting box.  

Beginning in February a pair of wood ducks again began 

visiting the box.  I am looking forward to another hatching this 

year.  It is especially gratifying for me to see these beautiful 

birds on a regular basis on Lake Murray.  

 

 

http://www.lakemurrayassociation.com/application_info.htm
http://www.dnr.sc.gov/wildlife/waterfowl/WoodDuckApp.pdffor
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2007 Water Quality Testing 
By Roy Parker 

 

We have now concluded collecting water samples for two 

years from Lake Murray.  The two years were quite different.  

In 2006 there were frequent rains and many of the collection 

dates followed soon after rainfall.  By contrast, most of the 

samples collected during 2007 were collected after periods of 

drought. 

 

When we first initiated our water quality testing program, we 

were concerned about possible contamination from septic 

systems in coves.  Water quality testing programs at the time 

being conducted by DHEC and SCE&G, primarily collected 

samples from open water areas.  We wanted to see if results 

were different back in coves, hence our collection sites in 2006 

were confined to coves.   

 

In 2007 we continued to collect samples from the same coves 

as in 2006, but expanded our sampling to some tributaries 

entering the lake.  We added sampling sites on The Little 

Saluda, The Bush River and Beards Creek. 

 

The good news is that we did not find a significant problem 

with elevated levels of fecal coliform during either 2006 or 

2007.  We had an occasional elevated level for fecal coliform 

after rainfall in 2006, but almost all samples tested were within 

desirable levels.  In 2007 we had no sample sites with high 

levels of fecal coliform. 

 

We have a different situation with phosphorus.  There is 

reason for concern for elevated levels of phosphorus in Lake 

Murray.  The first part of 2006 was dry and samples collected 

in May and June following dry periods had below detectable 

levels of phosphorus.  Then we began to get rain and 

collections in July, August and September were taken shortly 

after rainfall.  Most of these samples had higher than desirable 

phosphorus levels. 

 

During the drought of 2007, the samples collected from coves 

had low levels of phosphorus.  We had different results from 

two of the tributaries.  Five of the six samples collected in 

Clouds Creek had higher than desirable levels of phosphorus.  

We also had five of six samples collected in Bush River that 

had elevated levels of phosphorus. 

 

I think the results from the past two years indicate that 

phosphorus is entering the lake with runoff during rainfall 

events.  We also have at least two tributaries where elevated 

levels of phosphorus are entering the lake during both dry and 

high rainfall periods. 

 

Homeowners can help reduce contaminants entering the lake, 

especially phosphorus, by leaving buffer zones between their 

landscaped yards and the shoreline.  Do not fertilize or use 

pesticides in the buffer zones. Centipede lawns thrive on 

fertilization that has NO or very low phosphorus levels.  If you 

do not need phosphorus for your lawn and it is a serious 

contaminant to lake water quality, why use it?  Lawn and 

garden supply stores stock centipede lawn fertilizers that have 

very low analysis of phosphorus.  Centipede lawns, whether 

bordering the lake or elsewhere, will be more healthy and 

beautiful when treated with a tailored fertilizer having low 

analysis levels of phosphorus.  

 

 

Boat Show Life Vest Winner 
By Aleda Anderson 

 

Photo by Mike Murrell 

 
 

 

The LMA booth at the 2008 Boat Show in January drew lots of 

attention with displays and videos reflecting the many projects 

and contributions of its members to Lake Murray.  While there, 

many participants took this opportunity to renew their 

membership or join to become a part of ñLMA - The Voice of 

Lake Murrayò which made them eligible for a door prize 

drawing ï a $150 life jacket that inflates upon hitting the water. 

Pictured above is the winner of the drawing, Thomas Weigand 

of Chapin, receiving the life jacket from LMA Board member, 

Aleda Anderson.  We enjoyed seeing all of you who visited our 

booth.  A special thanks from the membership committee to all 

who renewed their memberships and a warm welcome to 

those who have joined as new members. 

 

 

Photo by Kemble Oliver  


