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Newsletter of the Lake Murray Association, Inc.

AMessage from the President -

Fall so far has been
rather mild and dry.
This has not helped
at all with the lake
level. Slowly, week
by week the lake is
inching downward.
If you take a larger
look at the
southeastern United
States we are not in
nearly as bad
shape as our neighbors in Georgia and North
Carolina. On November 9th Duke Energy (NC)
imposed water restrictions on the Keowee-Toxaway
water basin. Residents there must stop using their
lake irrigation pumps on Lake Jocassee and Lake
Keowee. Atlanta is less than 90 days away from a
major water crisis. Although Lake Murray is below
the 354" level (352.5") SCE&G is trying to maintain
as a fall and winter minimum level the lake is very
close to its average level for this time of year.
| congratulate SCE&G for being proactive in
submitting a request to the FERC for relief from the
annual spillway gate test requirement this
year. The FERC granted SCE&G's request so this
test has been cancelled for 2007.

Our public meeting in Newberry is just around the
corner (November 20th 7:00PM). Mark it on your
calendar and bring some friends and
neighbors. Board member Stan Jones will update
us on boat winterization and Wallace Hubbard from
Biogater will detail proper maintenance of a septic
system.

Looking forward, the Board members and | would
like to wish all our LMA members and friends safe
and happy holidays in the weeks and month ahead.

Dave Landis

www.lakemurrayassociation.org
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The Lake Murray Association
AThe Voice of
Sponsors
Public Meeting
Macedonia Lutheran Church
49 Macedonia Rd. 803-364-3786
Prosperity. SC 29227

Lake M

Tuesday November 20, 2007
7:00 PM
Donét miss this mee
Stan Jones, Mgr. -Lighthouse Marina
What is a Certified Clean Marina?i

Learn about their in house traveling pump out boat

Wallace Hubbard 7 BioGator
How septic tanks affect Lake Murray
A new Al DEAO

Lake levels-Wh at 6 s
SCE&G officials

Happenin

Questions and Answers
To all Questions

Bring a Friend
Members Are Needed to Accomplish our Goals
LMA749-3888 Office

Lake Murray Association
Saluda County Public Meeting,

Hollywood Ruritan Club
February 19, 2008
7:00 PM
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* Lake Level Hot Topic

Re-li censing and 3546 wint e

* Phosphorus in the Little Saluda
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Where does it come from and what does it do.?




Date Time Location / Agenda

November 7:00 pm LMA Newberry County Public Mee

20, 2007 0P Macedonia Lutheran Church 49
Macedonia Church Rd. Prosperity

December No board meetings

January 7, 7:00 pm LMA Board Meetifdgarm Bureau

2007 Ly Bldg. Park RdLexington

opening
January 13 4:00 pm
20,2008 Thursday Boat Show at the State Fairgrounc

10:00 am
January 17and SCE&G Quarterly Meeting Salude
2008 7:00 pm Shoals

LMA Board Meetidgarm Bureau

February 1:7:00 pm Bldg. Park Rd Lexington

b
2008

LMA Saluda County Public Meetin
Feb 1¢ :
Zgoéuary Hollywood Ruritan Club 127
7:00 pm  |Hollywood Rd. Saluda SC

| f you wish to be on the
contact Joy Downs at 78411

As members of the Lake Murray Association you are invit
participate irany of the events showbove, including Board
meetings. We encourage yobiing to the attention dhe
Boardany issues or concermegarding Lake Murray that yo
may havePlease call the Executive Director at least two w
in advance of meetings to be placed on the agenda, howe
urgentconcernsnay be brought to the Board at any time.
Wesuggest that complicated matters be sent to us in writi
including email, so wenay have a complete and
accurateunderstanding of your concern.

SCE&G will contain safeguards that are fair and
equitable to all of us who live on or depend upon
the lake for recreation and water as well as those of
us who kayak or canoe or fish in the waters of the
Saluda River downstream.

That said, because we represent all of the counties
surrounding the lake, the membership committee
recently completed an analysis of our where
membership is concentrated using all of the active
zip codes for the four counties abutting the lake.
Based upon our active membership list as of 1
October 2007, the percentage of membership by
county is as follows:

Lexington County: 77.65%
Richland County: 13.41%
Newberry County: 8.44%
Saluda County: 0.50%

We need all of you to redouble your efforts to help
us recruit and retain new members, especially
those of you who live and work in the two
westernmost  counties  abutting the lake.
Membership applications are available on the cover
of Lake Link. Also, our website contains
information and forms for signing up for
membership online at:

www.lakemurrayassociation.org/application_info.htm

Lake Murray Association Membership Analysis———

By Kemble Oliver

The Lake Murray Association is distinctive in that it
represents not just landowners who are Lake
Murray residents but all of us who are stakeholders
in the management of the lake for our benefit
whether it be for swimming, fishing, power boating,
windsurfing, sailing, or simply camping on its many
uninhabited islands. We help maintain the
windsocks at the emergency landing sites around
the lake and have been active in erecting osprey
platforms and distributing wood duck boxes around
the lake.

Those of us who live in Richland, Lexington,
Newberry, or Saluda Counties depend upon the
lake for a clean and uncontaminated water supply.
The LMA is the only private entity that is working
cooperatively with DHEC, sampling selected coves
around the lake to check for phosphorus, fecal
coliform, and e-coli contamination.

The LMA is playing an active and cooperative role
in insuring that the relicensing of Lake Murray by

CHECK US QUT
By Wayne Kirby

We hope you are visiting our web site regularly. If
you have not, you may have missed notification of
the SCE&G quarterly public meeting on relicensing.
Meetings are held quarterly. We all have a vested
interest in these proceeding; our web site will keep
you informed. The minutes of our monthly board
meetings are also posted for your review, see
Ameeting minuteso. We
our members informed on the various topics that
are coming to our board; last month there was
discussion on lake safety and possibly supporting
laws to limit speeds on the lake after dark. We
always welcome your comments and thoughts
concerning the lake; try our feed back page for a
quick and easy way to communicate with us. To
stay informed, check our web site regularly to make
sure you are not missing out on meetings and
topics that affect our lake. See us at:
www.lakemurrayassociation.org
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Winterizing Your Boat

By Stan Jones

For most of us the advent of fall and winter means
the end of the boating season and the need to
Awinteri ze dHeromanera felw dips tognake
sure your boat makes it through the colder weather
undamaged:

A Fill the fuel tanks and add stabilizer. Run
long enough to get treated gas into fuel line
and engine.

A Change engine oil and gear lube to remove
any water and sediment.

A Fog the engine to prevent corrosion.

A Drain engine of water by removing block
plugs, then pump in environmentally safe
anti-freeze.

A If boat is to be stored out of the water,
remove battery and take inside. Inspect
water level and charge fully. If boat is left in
water, inspect battery condition and
charging system.

A Remove all valuables from boat. Take
cushions inside to prevent mildew.

A Check boat often!!

Boating Safety on Lake Murray

By Jay Schabacker

Safety and speeding on the lake has become an
issue of late since the recent boating disaster
resulting in the deaths of two people. It is said they
were speeding in their cigarette boat at night.

This has prompted the Lake Murray Association
(LMA), to task the Safety Committee, chaired by
Jay Schabacker, to look into ways to improve
boating safety on the lake, including exploring the
idea of backing legislation to set boating speed
limits after dark.

At the LMA meeting, some felt that there should be
a law on speed limits from sundown to sunup. After
dark some boats have been observed travelling 40-
60 MPH recklessly. Speed at night should be held
down well below that. Others felt there may be
anger now over the boating accident, but
guestioned if statistics supported a new restrictive
law. What are your views?

According to an unscientific viewpoint of this
writer/boater, Lake Murray is a relatively safe and

inspections and boating courses are also a very
great help.

Elsewhere, on some overcrowded lakes, the
complaint is that fvisitin
rude and ignorant and drive like they are on
Interstate 95, and drinking while boating has
become common. 0o Lake Wini
Hampshire is the offender here, and in a 2005 state
survey, 64% of all adults polled favored new boat
speed limits. The New Hampshire House passed a

law mandating 45MPH daytime and 25 MPH
nighttime  boating speed limits on Lake
Winnipesaukee, but the NH Senate rejected that

bill.

Some say that boating speed limits are virtually
nonexistent nationwide because they are too hard
to enforce, needing additional police funding and
patrolling, etc. A partial web search turned up
some cases of boating speed limits in force such
as:

In Dickinson County, lowa, near Des Moines, there
is a set boating speed limit of 25MPH on county
lakes between sundown and sunrise.

On Ohio state parks lakes there is a 10MPH
boating speed I imit filexce,]
designated speed zones. 0
Lake George and Saratoga Lake in New York State

have initiated a 45MPH (day) and 25MPH (night)

speed limit for boaters with some success

The lllinois Department of Natural Resources has
set aafkm® speed | imit on C
from sunset to sunrise.

The Government of South Australia has set a 10
knot speed limit while a boat is operated by an
unlicensed person (minimum age of 12 years with
a licensed person in charge.)

Stepping back a bit, let& look at the larger situation
invol ving fi b o aFramntgeir veaomds d e n
the US Coast Guard has compiled the major
causes of boating accidents as follows: #1 Operator
inattention; #2 Careless/reckless operation; #3
Operator inexperience; #4 Excessive speed; #5 No

proper lookout; and #6 Alcohol use.

Speed is well down on the list, and many say the
main problem is lack of education and certification
of would be boaters. One statistic i 70% of boaters

sane boating venue because of a reasonable killed in 2006 accidents
boating population and a good job performed by the training. o
stateds Department of Natur al Resources (DNR) in

keeping boaters safe and sound. Boating

Again, various Lake Murray groups (Continued on pate
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LMA PUBLIC MEETING

t oim [Landreth, SGE&G vice president for fossil
fuel/lhydro generation, told a group of 65 people at

the LMA September 18™ public meeting at St.

(Continued oim page3d) are doing a reasonable job at
furthering safety on our lake. But, in addition to
Afspeed | imitso wesoneuoftha
following ideas:

By Kay Gordon

Mor e requir emdsdntesd ufcoart ifobnooa Aremews Bresbyterian Church, that Lake Murray
such as the Lake Murray P owae downSsguweral deetofrord the fillBleval of 360
Smarto Courses. feet, due to lack of rain. Rainfall in the Saluda

watershed is the only source of water for the lake.
With the current drought conditions, evaporation is
a major factor affecting the lake level.

More requirements for boats and their owners to
pass annual Ainspectionso

Moving toward the

conceptLa® fMaréhp thé dakeO level fidmbed €18 SincHed) O

such as in South Australia

Beefing up and further funding of DNR lake
patrolling activities.

Initiate awayfor Lake Murray
other boaters who are operating their boat in a
dangerous or reckless manner.

We would like to hear your views on safety! What
would you most like to see? Please respond to Jay
Schabacker, 450 Yachting Road, Lexington, SC
29072 (e-mail jayschab@aol.com) or through our
web site www.lakemurrayassociation.org.

Golf Photo Winner

By Dave Landis

Congratulations to Joe Tingen. His photo of a
golfer's shoes (Bill Wendling) was picked as the
best photo of the pictures that were taken at the
Lake Murray First Annual Golf Tournament. The
photo has character and is just fun to look at. In
an unusual twist Joe won his own donation. Joe
and his wife Karen are the owners of art-imitating-
life.com and donated a beautiful print for this
contest. Don't worry though, Joe said it is one of
his favorites and is thrilled to have it back.

because of rain and runoff in the watershed and
SCE&G let the water down to the 356-foot level.
The month of July was the mildest in years with
little rain, but a heat wave hit in August. On Sept. 5,

boat e th enpr% regipn was defepmined Jo pe in a severe

Landreth stated again the SCE&G commitment to
try to maintain a minimum low of 354 feet (MSL) but
made it <clear that they
is both a science and a balancing act to manage
the inflow and outflow so that a wide variety of
requirements for the lake and the lower Saluda are
met

In other matters at the meeting, Stan Jones,
manager of the Lighthouse Marina, gave excellent
tips on winterizing boats for the cool weather
ahead. Some of his suggestions are covered in a
separate article in this newsletter.

Holly Jones, herpetologist at Riverbanks Zoo (and
Stan Jones?®d
reptiles and
exist, she said. They are venomous snakes. Most
Lake Murray snakes are non-venomous. The
copperhead is the most venomous snake found in
the area of Lake Murray. The cottonmouth snake
which prefers black water and swamp is not in the
lake.

Among the reptiles making the lake their home are
a variety of turtles, Lizards abound, too. As for
alligators, Jones said she would be surprised if they
exist in Lake Murray.

And in other matters, new board members, Kay
Gordon, Don Pertl, and re-elected board members
Ralph Crafton, Aleda Anderson, Ed Thomas, and
Russ Jernigan were introduced.

Dock Signs Available!
LMA offers signs for your docks that reflect your street
address. These are great aids in emergencies and in helping
friends to find your home from the water. See the LMA website
to place your order. Signs cost $30.00 each.
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Golf Tournament - 2007
By Davedndis

If the golf gods ever smiled on a group, they surely
did for the Lake Murray Association's First Annual
Golf Tournament, held September 21st at
Timberlake Golf Course. Though the day dawned
with threatening clouds, the rain held off and the
overcast day made for great golf.

With Ralph Crafton at the helm, all the activities
went like clockwork. The teams took advantage of
everything from mulligans to "Bloody Murrays",
provided by Ben Arnold. The facilities at
Timberlake were top notch and the staff provided
the expertise needed to help make the event
successful.

While only six teams can place, all considered
themselves winners by playing in the well
organized and enjoyable tournament. We would
like to congratulate the following teams:

1st net:
Rod Lorick,
Kirk Luther,
Ted Olmstead,
Rob Schoolmeester with 47

2nd net:
Chris Turner,
Jeremy Lindler,
Jonathan Derrick,
Bryce Webber with 52.

3rd net
Ralph Crafton,
Harry Haney,
Rober Vanfraken,
Kenny Woodard with 54.

1st gross:
John Whetstone,

Cam Beckkum,
Jason Yoder,
Jud Heldreph with 49.

2nd gross:
Dan Lang,

Dave Renner,
Bill Harrington,
Mark Evans with 60.

3rd gross:
Jim Schafer,

Paul Lacoe,

Steve Furstenber,
Boray Mather with 61.

All proceeds from this tournament will help LMA
continue the work of protecting the shores and
waters of Lake Murray. Some of the activities of
the non-profit organization are Water Quality
testing; Safety Programs including 4-H20;
children's camp and Ladies day on the Lake; legal
advice for environmental actions, safety and
shoreline management issues; Life Reach
Emergency program, Osprey Nesting program; and
education and information including the Lake Link
publication. LMA also actively participates in the
re-licensing process for the Saluda Hydro
Operation on Lake Murray, representing our
members with government agencies and SCE&G.

LMA Golf Tournament 2008

By Ralph Crafton

The Lake Murray

tournament on

September  21%  at
X V Timberlake Golf Course
\ was such a success that

the Board of Directors

unanimously approved a
tournament for 2008.
The tournament  will
again  be held at
Timberlake and the
tentative date is
09/26/2008.

Everyone that assisted in making the tournament a
success, from the Board to the players, enjoyed the
experience and is looking for a bigger and better
tournament in 2008. We targeted 18 teams to play
in the tournament this year and 15 signed up. In
2008 we are projecting 30 teams to play. With this
ambitious undertaking the Board will need a lot of
assistance from our members.

For our corporate members, please put us in your
budget for next year to sponsor a hole and plan on
fielding a team. For our non-corporate members,
volunteer to assist us next year by contacting Ralph
Crafton at crafton@usit.net or by contacting one of
the Board members.

If you have always wanted to play golf, now is the
time to learn. You have a year to perfect your
game. We wi | | be
drinking Bloody Murrays so your game will not have
to be to perfect.
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Our thanks to all who contributed photos o
Golf Tournament!

te

The day was beautiful ar
i the company was great.
Everyone had a good tim
g told a few tall tales and

| enjoyed the game.




